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Catching Up  
 

• Have each person share a “hi” and a “low” from the week (recommended for newer 
groups) or take prayer requests and spend some time praying for one another 
(recommended for established groups).  

 
Growing Deep  

 
• Pray.  

 
• Take a few minutes to read the Scripture text above.  

 
• Did anything stand out to you or did you sense God speaking to you in Scripture 

reading today or during the sermon on Sunday? What stuck out to you?  
 

• DISCLAIMER: I have used red text and footnotes for optional reading which may be 
too abstract for the interest of some. And make sure to skip some from the “growing 
deep” if you need to get to the “branching out” section! 

 
• Genesis 1 seems to portray creation as the intersection of two kinds of times, or days: 

God’s days and our days.1 God’s days are determined by God himself, according to his 
acts in and ordering of creation. When God acts in time, unlike us, his acts are 

                                                   
1 Since time is based on the motion of objects relative to one another and to the speed of light, time cannot be 
understood in relation to God in the way it is understood in relation to any created object. That said, since the first 
day commenced with the creation of light itself, it is perfectly natural to interpret the days of creation as literal days 
while at the same time recognizing they are not 24 hour days, which are determined by the earth’s motion relative 
to an as yet uncreated (or unformed) sun (which is created on the fourth day).    
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permanent. God speaks one day, and the planets keep spinning the next. God does 
not relate to time so much as time relates to God, according to God’s will and by 
God’s power. Our days, on the contrary, are determined by God’s purpose for the 
sun, moon, and stars, which is to “be for signs and seasons, for days and years” and 
“to give light upon the earth” (Gen. 1:14-15). In other words, Genesis 1 recognizes 
two different kinds of days defined relative first to God’s vantage “point” and second 
to ours. After the creation of human beings in God’s image on day six, “the heavens 
and earth were completed” (Gen. 2:1), but God’s work was not completed until he 
rested from it on the seventh day. On the seventh day God “finished his work that he 
had done, and rested from it,” but instead of the same conclusion as the previous six 
days (“there was evening and there was morning, the __ day”), the seventh concludes 
with God blessing it and making it holy. The implication of this “open ended” seventh 
day that God blessed and made holy is that God created the heavens and the earth as 
a place to share time with us for all eternity! Every day of ours was intended to be a 
participation in God’s eternal “day.”  

 
o We will discuss the practical implications of this below, but you may want to 

discuss whether or not you agree, and why or why not. My burden is not to 
pander to the claims of modern science regarding the nature of the universe, 
but it is also to not pander to the claims of a “literal” interpretation of the Bible 
that I would simply regard as not literal enough. My concern is that Christians 
sometimes not only fight the wrong battles with regard to the doctrine of 
creation, but that they fight the wrong battles on the wrong side and, at best, 
create a false dichotomy between the Bible and science and, at worst, 
propagate claims in the name of biblical inerrancy that are biblically untrue. 
 

o God is revealed as the Creator who desires to share time with us. What does 
that suggest about the importance of how we share time with others, both with 
God and people? What gets in the way of sharing time with others?  

 
• In the sermon, I talked about the importance of sharing time in terms of sharing 

moments and shaping memories.  
 

o What memories from your own life are most important or most defining to you, 
whether memories you cherish or memories you wish you could forget?  
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• There is a difference in being present with someone and being present to someone. 

Being present with someone without being present to them is not necessarily bad, but 
it is also not what it means to share our time. Sharing time with others in the way God 
shares time with can only be done as we are present to others. We have two resources 
to that end: our presence and our words.  
 

o Share memories together you have that are shaped by people being present to 
you or speaking to you in a way that reflects the light and love of Jesus in your 
mind.  
 

o Do you have a memory of God being especially present to you you could share?  
 
Branching Out  
 

• I’ve said before, I was not saved by an encounter with the Gospel so much I was saved 
through an echo of the Gospel. My biological family and church family communicated 
the Gospel with their words and reflected the God of the Gospel with their actions 
throughout my life, but it wasn’t until the Holy Spirit turned on the light of my mind 
and opened the ears of my heart that I could hear the Gospel for what it is and see 
Jesus for who he is.  

 
o Do you think people shy away from sharing the Gospel because we have too 

often associated the Gospel with the need for an immediate decision of faith?  
 

o What can you do to share Gospel moments in an effort to shape Gospel 
memories with loved others?  

 
o How do you prioritize with whom you share your time?  

 
o How can you be more intentional about sharing moments and shaping 

memories with those who need your time most? 
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