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Catching Up  
 

• Have each person share a “hi” and a “low” from the week (recommended for newer 
groups) or take prayer requests and spend some time praying for one another 
(recommended for established groups).  

 
Growing Deep  

 
• Pray.  

 
• Take a few minutes to read the Scripture text above.  

 
• Did anything stand out to you or did you sense God speaking to you in Scripture 

reading today or during the sermon on Sunday? What stuck out to you?  
 

• Reading the creation account of life in Genesis 1 reveals something about God and 
something about creation found nowhere else in Scripture—it reveals God’s 
perspective on creation before humans. God not only creates and orders all things, 
but he sees them as “good.” Whatever else this suggests, it is clear that God delights 
in nature as his work of art. Paul says in Romans 1, the primal sin of human beings is 
observing God’s nature and power through creation and yet “not honoring God or 
giving him thanks.” This seems to suggests two things: (1) God wants you to delight in 
nature as he does and (2) he wants you to give him thanks for your shared delight. 
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o What does this suggest about God’s ‘invitation’ to pursue him through his 
creation as the Creator (without mistaken him as part of creation—without 
mistaken the gift for the Giver!)?  
 

o Can you share of a special time you have found yourself delighting in nature in a 
significant way that led you to give thanks to God?  
 

o What might a Christian perspective on “creation care” look like (one that avoids 
the canned arguments represented in the media!)?  

 
Branching Out  
 

• In my best judgment, a Christian perspective on creation care has to do with bearing 
witness to the world as it will be when Christ returns. Caring for creation is not, as it is 
sometimes suggested, about us building the kingdom of God on earth, which is not 
what the Bible teaches about our role in relation to the kingdom. We cannot build the 
kingdom—only Christ can bring the kingdom. The kingdom does not arrives through 
our good deeds—it arrives when Christ arrives. It is when- and wherever Christ is 
present and reigning in the world, whether over a person’s life who has surrendered to 
him or through his sovereign acts in creation or otherwise. However, creation care can 
be understood as Christian witness, when we make it clear that the reason we love 
creation is that God loves creation, and the reason we care for creation is because 
God loves creation and because we want to be a signpost for the way the world will 
be when Christ comes to bring full restoration to all creation. It is our way of living as 
citizens of heaven in anticipation of the Day Christ will bring heaven to earth in its 
fullness (Rev. 21-22). As Miguel de Cervantes says in Don Quixote, 
 

o When life itself seems lunatic, who knows where madness lies? Perhaps to be 
too practical is madness. To surrender dreams — this may be madness. To seek 
treasure where there is only trash. Too much sanity may be madness — and 
maddest of all: to see life as it is, and not as it should be! 

 
•  How can your time in and care for nature be used evangelistically? How might nature, 

the setting of God’s good and naked creation, provide a perfect context for teaching 
kids or having conversations with friends about Jesus?  
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o Go around the group and have each person articulate their understanding of 

the big narrative arc of salvation history along the lines given to us in Scripture, 
beginning with Creation (God’s original intent) and Restoration (God’s final 
intent), keeping the Fall, the Family of Abraham, the Law and the Gospel, 
Judgment and Salvation within the frame of original Creation and final 
Restoration. And then pray for one another to have boldness to go and share 
the whole story of salvation to the people in your everyday lives!  
 

 


