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Scripture Text: Genesis 1:1, Revelation 22:21 
 
Series: ORIGINS—Genesis in the Light of Genesis  
 
Sermon Title: Ending with the Beginning in Mind   
 
 
Catching Up  
 

• Have each person share a “hi” and a “low” from the week (recommended for newer 
groups) or take prayer requests and spend some time praying for one another 
(recommended for established groups).  

 
Growing Deep  

 
• Pray.  

 
• Take a few minutes to read the Scripture text above.  

 
• Did anything stand out to you or did you sense God speaking to you in Scripture reading 

today or during the sermon on Sunday? What stuck out to you?  
 

• The first verse and final verse of the Bible provided the bookends of a unified picture of a 
God who is gracious. In fact, the entire first two chapters and last two chapters of the 
Bible elaborate on God’s grace and generosity as the essential and ultimate reality that 
holds all history together. It begins with God creating the heavens and the earth 
needlessly out of nothing, which leads to him giving humans dominion over the earth as 
a gift. And it ends with his promise to return in the restoration of the gift that was given 
but corrupted by our sin (Rev. 22:20), and finally with the words that make it all possible: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen” (Rev. 22:21). Often when we think about 
the overarching story of Scripture, salvation history, we don’t begin with the first two 
chapters and end with the final two chapters of Scripture. We typically begin Genesis 3 
(sin) and end in Revelation 20 (judgment).  
 

o How have you thought about and talked about the overarching story of Scripture? 
How do you think the original form and final form of creation inform your picture of 
God?  
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• In the sermon, it was pointed out that the book of Genesis was first heard as a revelation 

to the Exodus generation, whose family had been slaves for 400+ years in Egypt. The 
first thing God wanted them to know was their true origins, which began long before they 
began. He wanted them to know the origins of all history, and begins by showing that 
history itself was not intended to be a place where the gods (or people with a god-
complex for that matter) used other people as slaves. He wanted them to know his 
intended purpose for the world and for human beings.  
  

o Why do you think it was important for God to reveal the truth about the past?  
 

o How do you think their life as slaves would have shaped their understanding of 
God, of themselves, and of the world?  

 
o How do you think your life in sin has shaped your understanding of God, yourself, 

and the world?  
 

o Have you given much consideration to the deceptions and distortions this fallen 
world has impressed upon your worldview?  

 
o How would it change matters if you really believed that your “point of origins” 

was the free act of the Creator to bring your life into existence for the sheer 
purpose of his enjoyment of you and your enjoyment of him?! (As was 
mentioned in the sermon, since God didn’t create us because he needed us, it 
can only mean he created us because he wants us.)  

 
Branching Out  
 

• I would venture to guess that most people who reject the God of holy Scripture have not 
actually rejected the God of the whole Scriptural account. Most of them reject a telling of 
the story goes something like: Humans are sinners, God is angry with us and is going to 
judge us, so believe in Jesus so that you can escape the judgment. That’s an incomplete 
story of salvation history that leads to a distorted picture of God.  

 
o Go around the group and have each person articulate their understanding of the 

big narrative arc of salvation history along the lines given to us in Scripture, 
beginning with Creation (God’s original intent) and Restoration (God’s final intent), 
keeping the Fall, the Family of Abraham, the Law and the Gospel, Judgment and 
Salvation within the frame of original Creation and final Restoration. And then pray 
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for one another to have boldness to go and share the whole story of salvation to 
the people in your everyday lives!  
 

 


