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Date:  03/31/19 
 
Scripture Text: Acts 26; read also Acts 1:1-8. 
 
Sermon Title: Hope Unhindered, Gospel Unchained    
 
 
Catching Up  
 

• Have each person share a “hi” and a “low” from the week or take prayer requests and 
spend some time praying for one another.  

 
Growing Deep  

 
• Pray.  

 
• Take a few minutes to read the Scripture text above.  

 
• Did anything stand out to you or did you sense God speaking to you in Scripture reading 

today or during the sermon on Sunday? What stuck out to you?  
 

• The book of Acts ends with a fork in the road—two storylines following to different hopes 
for two different kingdoms. But this fork in the road is actually present at the very 
beginning of Acts (cf. Acts 1:1-8).  
 

o What is the difference between the kingdom Jesus was teaching them about (Acts 
1:3) and the kingdom they were asking about (Acts 1:6)?  

 
o In the sermon, the point was made that we often teach people to invite Jesus into 

their lives (or stories), but it is truer to say that the Gospel claims that Jesus has 
invited us into his life. One of the potential problems of thinking we invite Jesus 
into our lives is that our lives are full of our plans, our purposes, our roles—our 
stories. But Jesus has a plan, a purpose, a role for us to play in his story. If we 
think Jesus fits into our story, we will be deceived and regularly disappointed. If 
we believe we fit into Jesus’ story, how can we think about better aligning 
ourselves to the truth of our life in Christ?  
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Branching Out  
 

• Jesus’s response to the disciples’ question in Acts 1:6 comes with the promise of a 
certain kind of power given with a certain purpose (Acts 1:8). By the end of Acts, Paul is in 
chains (Acts 28:20)—political powerless—and yet the very last words of Acts claim that 
he was “proclaiming the kingdom of God teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance” (Acts 28:30-31).  

 
o What kind of power did the first century church rely on to advance God’s global 

mission?  
 

o Consider that the power Jesus promises comes to advance a certain purpose, so 
to be empowered by God’s Spirit we have to align ourselves with God’s purpose 
in the world.  

 
§ Do you think, generally speaking, the Church in America relies on the same 

kind of power? Is it aligned with the same purpose described in Acts 1:8?  
 

§ Do you think our church (Crossroads) relies on the same kind of power? 
Are we are aligned (or moving toward alignment) with the same purpose 
described in Acts 1:8? How could we improve (feel free to email 
suggestions to the church office staff@crossroadscma.com!)? 
 

§ Do you rely on the same kind of power? Are you aligned with the same 
purpose described in Acts 1:8? 

 
o How could each of you align your purpose with God’s purpose (cf. Acts 1:8) in your 

sphere of influence (work, home, neighborhood, social network, etc.) 
 

o End by praying for each other for boldness and a fresh empowering of the Holy 
Spirit (like the Apostles did in Acts 4:27-31).  

 


